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"But I am so accustomed to them I don't know what to
do without them."
He badgered her for a long time, and she gave him the
silver clasp. "Take it, if you must have it," she said. Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing put it into his sleeve and went out staggering.
Golden Lotus called him back. "Tell me. Are you going to
spend all night with her? If you do, you'll have all the maids
laughing at you. You'd better stay a little while and then send
her packing."
"I shall not stay very long," Hsi-m£n Ch'ing said. He went
out again.
Again Golden Lotus called him back. "Come here," she
said, "I am talking to you. Why are you in such a hurry?"
r     "What do you want now?" Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said.
"I am allowing you to go and sleep with her, but I forbid
you to talk a lot of nonsense. If you do, she win give herself
airs in front of me again. If I find out you have done any-
thing of the sort, I will bite off your weapon the next time
you come to me."
"Oh, you funny little whore," Hsi-mfin Ch'ing said, "you
talk enough to kill anybody." He went out.	*•
"Let him go," Plum Blossom said. "Why do you try to
keep him in order? You know the old saying: if a mother-in-
law has too much to say, the daughter-in-law will become
deaf. If you go on like that, people will only hate you more.
Let us have a game of chess."
She told Chrysanthemum to shut the corner door. Then
they sat at the table and played chess.
Hsi-mfen Ch'ing went to the Lady of the Vase's room and
pulled aside the shutter. Heart's Delight, Welcome Spring,
and Hibiscus were having supper on the bed. When Hsi-mSn
came in, they all got up.
"Don't mind me," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. He went to the
inner room and sat down in a chair before the tablet of
his dead wife. After a while, Heart's Delight came out to
him.
"It is cold here, Father," she said, smiling, "come into the
other room."
HswnSn Ch'ing put his arms round her and kissed her.
They went into'the other room together. Tea was boiling on

